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Dear Federal Way Public 
Schools Families and 
Community,
Our scholars, staff, families, 
and community are incred-
ible. Every day, despite the 
pandemic and personal chal-
lenges they may be facing, 
they continue to achieve in 
and out of the classroom, 

support each other and invest in creating positive school 
communities, where every scholar feels they belong. 
Over the last few months so many incredible stories 
highlighting the contributions and accomplishments  
of scholars, staff, families, and community in Federal 
Way Public Schools have emerged, and the list 
continues to grow. Here are a few highlights of what 
is happening across the district: 
• 4 more FWPS educators earned the distinction of 

National Board Certified Teacher in the 2021–22 
school year. 

• Decatur High School Jazz Band 1 scholars were 
selected as the feature performing ensemble 
at the 2022 Washington Music Educators Asso-
ciation Conference, where they premiered a piece  
commissioned specifically for the conference. 

• Our AFJROTC instructors and cadets earned the 
highest rating possible during an evaluation by 
the Air Force. Instructors were acknowledged 
for creating a dynamic and supportive learning 
environment, excellent community outreach, and 
providing outstanding leadership in the program. 
Scholar-cadets were recognized for exceptional 
performance, leadership, and accomplishing 
unit goals. 

• Approximately 500 high school seniors received 
acceptance letters from Pacific Lutheran Univer-
sity in this first year of our participation in their 
Guaranteed Admissions Program, where scholars 
who meet outlined qualifications in high school  
are automatically accepted to PLU for college. 

• Our community continued their support of our 
schools by approving the renewal of the EP&O and 
Tech levies on the February 8, 2022 ballot. 

• Teams from each of our comprehensive high schools 
are participating in the FIRST Robotics Competition 
season, where they are honing their skills and 
demonstrating their learning in STEM and robotics. 

• Over 200 scholars signed up for our brand-new 
Saturday Scholar Community, which will serve 
scholars over 5 weeks in April and May. 

• 15 educators across the district have been nomi-
nated by scholars for the Because of You Award, 
which highlights the impact the staff member has 
had on the scholar or their school. Some of our 
highly skilled and talented teachers were nomi-
nated for the Federal Way Mirror’s Best of Federal 
Way awards, too! 

• Over 300 scholars representing each of our middle 
schools participated in Intramural Soccer. These 
middle school scholars showed excellent sports-
manship and took this opportunity to connect with 
their peers and learn the importance of working 
together as a team. 

• We acquired COVID-19 tests for all staff and scholars 
to take home prior to spring break as an optional 
mitigation measure, and our wonderful Employ-
ment and Transition Program scholars helped 
package these tests for distribution to scholars 
across the district. 

• Community partners continue to support our 
scholars, including BECU–Federal Way Crossings 
and Federal Way Pavilion, who donated toward 
student computers, Puget Sound Energy, who 
provided a grant to improve energy efficiency in  
our school buildings, BNBuilders and Molina Health-
care, who provided gift cards to support scholars 
during the holiday season, and so many more. 

These highlights are only a fraction of what has taken 
place over the past few months. With the current 
momentum, I’m excited to see more positivity and 
accomplishments surface, including celebrating our 
graduates in June. 
As we enter the last few months of the school year, 
I’m proud to see the collective determination of our 
community to stay focused on teaching and learning. 
Let’s finish the school year strong together. 
In Partnership, 

              Dr. Dani Pfeiffer

DR. DANI PFEIFFER, SUPERINTENDENT

Celebrating 
FWPS 

Diversity
In celebration of Black History Month our 
Kilo Middle School scholars learned about the 
contributions of Otis Boykin, Charles Drew, 
Daniel Hale Williams, and Patricia Bath, who 
were leaders in the fields of engineering, surgery, 
medicine, and ophthalmology. They also learned 
about black girls breathing founder Jasmine Marie 
and took part in breathing exercises.

Adelaide Elementary 
scholars are elevating 
voices of diverse 
leaders in history, 
including books of 
influential female 
leaders during 
National Women’s 
History Month.

During Black History 
Month, Decatur High 
School scholars led 
recognitions with 
themed days and wall 
posts highlighting 
famous Black 
mathematicians and a 
periodic table of Black 
history.

We’re excited to offer  
expanded summer learning 

opportunities for FWPS scholars! 
This summer, we’ll have 

something for everyone— 
including learning resources  

and online videos available for  
all scholars at home, and a 

variety of targeted in-person 
opportunities like Camp Invention, 

Camp Acceleration, Industry 
Certifications, and more!

 

Summer 
learning 

opportunities 
in fwps

More information about 
summer learning opportunities 

is available at  
www.fwps.org/

SummerLearning

Federal Way Public Schools  

is rich in culture with  

a scholar community that  

can speak more than one 

hundred different languages.

NEW!

Summer Learning  
for All
• Learning Resource Packets

• Video Lessons available on 

YouTube and FW Local  

Channel 21

• Summer Reading Challenge

Targeted 
Opportunities
• Camp Invention

• Camp Exploration

• Camp Acceleration

• Industry Recognized 

Certifications: Flagger, OSHA, 

Data Analytics, and more

• Music Camp

• FW Boys and Girls Club

• And more!

Learn more about our Cultural and Religious 
Calendar here: www.fwps.org/CulturalCalendar

We are a school district that 
embraces diversity, values 

each-and-every scholar’s 
experiences, and honors every 
family’s beliefs and traditions.

This diversity is reflected in the 
national observances celebrated 
all year long at our schools with 

assemblies, art projects, musical 
performances and more. Check 

out some celebrations so far.

http://www.fwps.org/SummerLearning
http://www.fwps.org/SummerLearning
http://www.fwps.org/CulturalCalendar
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Joan Bunting

Kelly Miller

Ta Sukovaty

Joy McLaughlin

Cathi Servis

Dr. Jeom Ja Yeo

Nathan Santo

Timothy Chang

Rene Recato

Derek Aparis

Maggie Cole

Emily Reed

Kayla Prewitt

Clarisa  
Wilson-Garcia

Erin Barry

EDUCATORS RECEIVE  
“BECAUSE OF YOU” AWARD  
AT BOARD MEETINGS 

Educators do extraordinary 
things for our scholars and 
schools each day. To recognize 

these difference-makers, scholars 
nominate Federal Way Public Schools 
staff for the “Because of You” award 
who have had a positive influence 
and impact on scholars, their school, 
or their community. Nominations 
are reviewed and selected by the 

Superintendent’s 
Scholar Advisory 

team, and staff 
members are 
honored at a 
board meeting.

Check out the 
educators who 

recently received 
the “Because of You” award! For 
information about how each of these 
educators is making a difference, go to 
www.fwps.org/becauseofyou.

Mirror Lake Elementary at 
Windermere Real Estate

A L U M N I :

LIBAN SALAH

Todd Beamer  
High School  

Class of 2021

A L U M N I :

ALEXIS LEWIS

Todd Beamer  
High School  

Class of 2021

ederal Way Public Schools launched 
the Scholar Art in the City initiative to 
show-case the artistic talents of FWPS 
elementary, middle, and high school 
scholars. The district is partnering 

with businesses and 
organizations to feature 
art and written work 
created by FWPS 
scholars. For a list of 
participating businesses 
and organizations 
visit www.fwps.org/
ScholarArtInCity.

Silver Lake Elementary at Federal 
Way Library 320th St.

Valhalla Elementary at Vince’s 
Italian Restaurant & Pizzeria

F

Liban Salah recently graduated from 
Todd Beamer High School in 2021, 
earning over a 3.5 GPA, and since 
has landed a paid internship with 
Federal Way Public Schools (FWPS) 
as a Student IT Technician. He will 
soon start Seattle Central Community 
College’s IT program in the spring—
an advancement he has meticulously 
prepared for through Year Up, an 
intense year-long job preparation 
program before going on to earn his 
bachelor’s degree in Computer Science. 

We caught up with Liban to learn more 
about his experience matriculating 
through FWPS, his current internship 
position, and his future aspirations.

FWPS: What kind of student were you in high school?

LIBAN: I would always try to put my best foot forward. So, 
whether that would be making sure I connected with teachers 
if I didn’t understand something or going to other people that 
support me — I was always around them and making sure 
that I do the best that I could possibly do to be a great student.

FWPS: When did you first become interested in computers?

LIBAN: Since I came to the United States from Somalia at twelve 
years old. Everything in our daily life consists of using some 
sort of technology. I knew technology was not something that 
would be around for a short time, but it would be around 
forever.

FWPS: Today, you 
work in FWPS’ IT 
department. How 
did that happen?

LI BAN: Ms. Nicole 
[Collopy] who led 
this program called 
YES Network! at 
Todd Beamer told 
me that there was 
an IT internship at 
the school district. I submitted my application and resume, 
interviewed, and got the job. I started the summer of 2019 doing 
inventories for all the school district sites.

After graduation, [FWPS] emailed me and asked if I wanted 
to come back. Now, I work through the school year as a 
college student. Everyone is asking for one and a half years of 
experience, so I’m getting that now. It’s all about learning and 
being developed and moving forward.

FWPS: So, what’s next?

LIBAN: I’ll be starting Year Up this spring and will go to Seattle 
Central to study IT. I did Running Start when I was at Todd 
Beamer, so I have some college credits I can transfer to Seattle 
Central. I plan to get my associate degree and then go on to get 
my bachelor’s in Computer Science.

FWPS: What is one thing you would like to say to current 
FWPS students?

LIBAN: Just be determined of what you want to do and be bold. 
If you want to do something, make sure you put your name 
on it. Do the best you can and always sacrifice as much as you 
can to make sure you accomplish what you put your mind to.

Alexis Lewis is a former Todd Beamer 
High School Air Force Junior Officer 
Training Corps (AFJROTC) cadet who 
just received her private pilot’s license 
through the competitive HQ AFJROTC 
Flight Academy Program Scholarship. 
Alexis is currently a Pre-med student at 
the University of North Dakota (UND) 
studying Chemistry and plans to become 
a doctor while continuing to fly and 
earn her commercial pilot’s license on 
the side.

We were able to speak with Alexis during 
her college spring break to learn more 
about her experience in JROTC and 
future plans.

FWPS: What was your experience like in the JROTC program?

ALEXIS: The benefits were building close relationships and having 
teachers like Major Jones and Sergeant Lott on your side. It’s 
a family community within the high school. There are a lot of 
opportunities like the flight academy, J-100, and clubs. It’s a 
really good program.

FWPS: Major Jones shared you received a flight scholarship. 
Can you tell me about that?

ALEXIS: The Air Force selects a certain number of selectees from 
applicants per year. I was a selectee my junior year, and then 
COVID happened, so they deferred me to the following year. 
The Flight School JROTC scholarship pays for your private 
pilot’s license over nine weeks over the summer. They send you 
to various universities where you can earn college credit and 
your private pilot’s license. 

FWPS: Very cool! So, what are you up to now?

ALEXIS: Right now, I’m a Chemistry student at UND with 
an emphasis on Biochemistry. I’m doing Pre-med so I can 
go to medical school and be a doctor, and then specialize in 
dermatology. I just finished my private pilot certificate, so I’m 
waiting for the end of this semester to come back [to Federal 
Way] for the summer to learn how to fly Cessnas and maybe 
work on a high-performance certificate. I’m also working on my 
pilot ratings outside of school. I want to go up to certified flight 
instructor so I can teach other students and help them get their 

pilot ratings. 
I still love to 
fly, but it will 
be a hobby.

FWPS: 
When did 
you decide 
to pursue 
chemistry?

ALEXIS: I didn’t decide on my major until May of my senior year. 
I applied to UND as a commercial aviation student, but after 
taking a year of chemistry, I ended up changing my mind. I 
did AP chemistry in my senior year and that was the deciding 
factor. I really liked the class.

FWPS: What would you like to share with current FWPS 
students?

ALEXIS: Get involved with as much as you can now. Enjoy high 
school. Get involved and figure out what you like because you’re 
going to change your mind so many times during your junior 
and senior year.

http://www.fwps.org/becauseofyou
http://www.fwps.org/ScholarArtInCity
http://www.fwps.org/ScholarArtInCity
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School-based health centers open in FWPS

We’re excited to share the school-based 
health center at Thomas Jefferson 
High School is open and serving 

scholars! This is the second school based health 
center in Federal Way Public Schools, thanks to 
our partnership with HealthPoint. 

There are students who do not have easy access 
to health care, and we are fortunate to have 
partners like Health-Point who are addressing 
this long-standing equity gap by making services 
available at school based health centers, located 
at Thomas Jefferson High School and TAF@
Saghalie.

These SBHCs do not collect fees, and there is no 
out-of-pocket cost to students or families—care 
is provided to students even if they don’t have 
insurance or can’t pay.

SERVICES 
AVAILABLE 
INCLUDE

OCCUPANC Y PHASE

DESIGN PHASE

S C H O O L  C O N S T R U C T I O N  U P D A T E S

Currently, five of eight schools have been completely rebuilt, thanks 
to voters who approved the phase 2 school construction bond in 2017. 
With three school replacements and Memorial Stadium left, we are 
excited to continue the momentum. 

Photos and content are current as of March 2022.

THOMAS 
JEFFERSON  
HIGH SCHOOL
OCCUPANCY  
SEPTEMBER 2021

Scholars and staff moved 
into the new building in 
fall of 2021, and progress 
continues to be made to 
finish landscaping.  
Through a close partner-
ship with King County, 
the district was able to 
save money on the building 
project, allowing for a 
renovation of its athletic 
fields. The SEPA process 
has been completed, 
allowing permits for 
sitework to be filed.

MEMORIAL FIELD
ESTIMATED OCCUPANCY  
WINTER 2023

Memorial Stadium and its related facilities, 
which support all our high schools and are 
used extensively by our community, are over 
50 years old. We look forward to refreshing 
this historical community landmark.

ILLAHEE MIDDLE SCHOOL
ESTIMATED OCCUPANCY 
WINTER 2024

We’re excited to move into the design 
phase and incorporate the feedback 
of scholars, staff, and the community 
into the new building design!

EVERGREEN  
MIDDLE SCHOOL
OCCUPANCY JANUARY 2022

Everything 
is new at 
Evergreen, 
from their 
building, 
mascot 
name, and 
logo.

OLYMPIC VIEW K–8
ESTIMATED 
OCCUPANCY  
FALL 2023

In February, we highlighted 
the virtual groundbreaking 
celebration video for the new 
Olympic View K–8 school. 
Since then, demolition of the 
old school building has been 
completed.

CONSTRUC TION PHASE

Watch the video at 
www.fwps.org/
OLVGroundbreaking

NOW MORE THAN EVER  

SCHOOLS CAN’T  
DO IT ALONE

• Boeing Employees’ Credit 
Union—Federal Way 
Crossings and Federal Way 
Pavilion whose donation 
of $4,500 towards student 
computers is helping to 
positively impact the lives of 
Federal Way Public Schools 
scholars.

• BNBuilders who donated 
$3,500 in gift cards to both 
Star Lake Elementary and 
Evergreen Middle School to 
help families over the holidays.

• Puget Sound Energy whose 
grant of $164,650 to improve 
energy efficiency in school 
buildings helps positively 
impact the lives of Federal Way 
Public Schools scholars.

• Kiwanis Foundation of 
Federal Way whose grant of 
$500 to support girls’ athletics 
programs helps positively 
impact the lives of Federal Way 
Public Schools scholars.

• Molina Healthcare of 
Washington and the 
Bridging A Gap Program. 
Molina Healthcare donated 
$2,500 to our partner the 
BAG Program for Lake Grove 
Elementary and $100 gift 
cards were given to support 
25 families with food and 
supplies.

to the following individuals  
and organizations who 

contributed to support our 
scholars and staff!

This list reflects 
donations received 

through  
March 22, 2022.

Thank you

DID YOU KNOW?

After Memorial Field 
opened in 1971, in 
the first game played, 
Federal Way High 
School defeated 
Rogers High School? 
(Source doczz.net)

Thomas Jefferson High School SBHC: 
https://bit.ly/EnglishHPSBHCreg

TAF@Saghalie SBHC:  
https://bit.ly/TAFcenter

REGISTER 
YOUR 

CHILD FOR 
SERVICES

• Sports 
physicals

• Immunizations
• Injury care
• Mental Health 

counseling
• Nutrition 

education and 
counseling

• And more!

http://www.fwps.org/OLVGroundbreaking
http://www.fwps.org/OLVGroundbreaking
http://www.fwps.org/OLVGroundbreaking
http://doczz.net
https://bit.ly/EnglishHPSBHCreg
https://bit.ly/TAFcenter
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The Scholar Chronicle is published periodically throughout the year by Federal Way Public Schools. 
Write us at 33330 8th Avenue South, Federal Way WA 98003, or call 253-945-2000. Visit our web site 
at www.fwps.org. Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/fwps210 Twitter: @fwps210

FW School District #210
33330 8th Avenue South
Federal Way, WA 98003

NONDISCRIMINATION  
and EQUAL EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY STATEMENT

Federal Way Public Schools does not 
discriminate in any programs or activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin 
or ethnicity, religion, creed, sex or gender, 
sexual orientation, gender expression 
or identity, age, marital or family status, 
veteran or military status; disability, or 
the use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal. The District provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts of America and other 
designated youth groups. For more 
information: www.fwps.org
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SAVE THE DATE

Graduation is an exciting time and 
we look forward to celebrating 
with the Class of 2022! Our 

commencement ceremonies will be held 
at different venues offering a memorable 
experience for all graduates and families 
to celebrate this milestone achievement. 
Please note, FWPS will follow the latest 
Department of Health guidelines for 
event centers and K–12 schools.

Visit www.fwps.org/Graduation2022 
for the latest information.

FRIDAY, JUNE 10, 2022

Federal Way Performing Arts and Event 
Center (a.k.a. PAEC) located at 31510 Pete 
von Reichbauer Way South in Federal Way, 
WA 98003: 

• Employment and Transition Program: 
10:30 a.m.

• Internet Academy: 2 – 3 p.m. 

• Career Academy: 4 – 5 p.m.

• Federal Way Open Doors: 6 – 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2022

Federal Way High School theatre located 
at 30611 16th Avenue S. Federal Way, WA 
98003:

• TAF@Saghalie: 9 – 10 a.m.

SUNDAY, JUNE 12, 2022

ShoWare Center located at 625 West 
James Street Kent, WA 98032:

• Thomas Jefferson High School:  
8:30 – 10 a.m.

• Federal Way High School: 12 – 1:30 p.m.

• Decatur High School: 3  – 4:30 p.m.

• Todd Beamer High School: 6 – 7:30 p.m.

There are many ways for high school students to earn 
college credits before graduation. Take a look at the 
available options that can put you ahead and reduce the 
cost of post-secondary education: 

• Puget Sound Skills Center (PSSC) 
Available for high school juniors and seniors interested 
in specialized and technical, hands-on learning.

• Running Start 
Juniors and seniors with at least a 2.0 GPA can attend 
a local college part-time or full-time to earn college 
and high school credit at the same time.

• Career & Technical Education (CTE) 
Some CTE courses offer dual-credit, allowing 
scholars to take a rigorous, college-level high school 
class for free or at a reduced cost and earn industry 
skills.

• Advanced Programs 
Advanced Placement, Cambridge, and International 
Baccalaureate programs offer advanced learning in 
high school with opportunities to earn college credit.

• College in the High School 
FWPS collaborates with local colleges so high school 
scholars can earn college credit 
in their high school classes. 
Currently available at Decatur, 
Federal Way, Thomas Jefferson, 
and Todd Beamer.

Dual Credit Opportunities Guaranteed College Admissions Partnerships

Pacific Lutheran University (PLU)
Starting with the class of 2022, FWPS scholars 
who meet eligibility requirements in high school are 
automatically admitted to Pacific Lutheran University. 
Through this new partnership, over 500 Class of 2022 
seniors have received acceptance letters. To qualify, 
scholars must:

• Maintain a GPA of 3.3. or higher

• Complete of 2nd year of algebra or equivalent
In addition, scholars may also be eligible for the PLU 
Bound Full Tuition Scholarship if eligible for College 
Bound.

UW Tacoma—Pathways to Promise
Pathways to Promise is a college-going program that 
helps break down barriers to post-secondary education. 
Scholars must meet the following criteria:

• Cumulative high school GPA of 2.7 or higher

• Complete of all college academic distribution 
requirements (CADRs) by high school graduation 
(aligned with the FWPS High School and Beyond 
plan)

• Submit a well-written personal statement and 
activities logEXPLORE OPTIONS AT 

www.fwps.org/
coursecatalog
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